
 

 

              TIPS FOR RESEARCHING ALASKA LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 

              USING ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE WEB SITE 

              www.legis.state.ak.us 

   

 

ü BASIS   

ü INFOBASES  

ü LEGISLATIVE LIBRARY (LLIB) INFOBASE  

ü GUIDE TO ALASKA LEGISLATIVE HISTORY MATERIALS 
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Introduction:   

 

The Alaska State Legislature website at www.legis.state.ak.us has 

legislative materials including session laws, journals, bills, committee 

records (minutes, audio, documents), and Alaska Statutes.   

 

BASIS (Bill Action Status Inquiry System) covers the years 1993 to the 

present.  Prior to 1993 you must use Infobases, which cover 1982 to 

the present and include some materials not found on BASIS. 

 

Infobases are text-searchable.  You can search all the documents of an 

infobase for the entire two year legislature (and also search in multiple 

Infobases).  

 

BASIS is being changed to text-searchable, but most of it is not as yet.  

You may use the BASIS search box (in top red circle on the next page) 

to do text searches in the Alaska Statutes, Alaska Administrative 

Code, journals, bills, and minutes of recent two year legislatures (this 

search feature is still in the working-out-the-kinks phase, but is very 

helpful).  Information is being continually added, and some information 

for 1959-92 will be added soon. 

 

Following are tips for performing an Alaska legislative history search 

using these legislative online resources.   

 
  

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/
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The BASIS main page allows you to search by bill number and find a 

ōƛƭƭΩǎ Bill History/Action page with links to floor and committee action.  

¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ άArchiveέ ƭƛƴƪ for prior two-year legislatures (1993 to current).  

 

Use the άSession Lawsέ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭ that became the session law.    

 

Use the άStatute Information Retrieval System (SIRS)έ to find a 

companion bill or bill that merged into your bill.  Be aware that 

legislative history materials /discussion on your topic could be under 

another bill number.  Search in SIRS by an Alaska Statutes (AS) citation 

in your bill, to see what other bills contained the same citation. 

Dƻ ǘƻ ά.ƛƭƭǎ ϧ [ŀǿǎέ ǘŀō 

to find BASIS main page 

found 
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/ƘŜŎƪ άFull Textέ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ōƛƭƭΣ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ 

are interested in was in the first version of the bill or added later by a 

committee substitute or floor amendment.  If a large section was 

added, look for another bill that may have merged into yours. 

 

Committee minutes are available at άMinutesέ, and at άDisplay 

Committee Action with Bill Historyέ (click on it to expand the list below 

to include committee action and minutes). 
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άDocumentsέ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

its deliberation, and include bill drafts, amendments, sectional 

analyses, and public comments.  2009 is the first year some of these are 

available online.  All committee documents are in Committee Bill Files 

kept in the Legislative Reference Library and later in State Archives; and 

are on microfiche at various research libraries around the state.  

Committee Bill Files 2009+, are digitized and will soon be added to the 

άDocumentsέ tab. 
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Infobases are used primarily for legislative history searches 1982-1992, 

but are also helpful to use with BASIS, 1993 to present: 

 

1)  to do types of ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛƴ BASIS:  term searches in materials 

not yet made text searchable in BASIS, such as bills 1993 to 2001. 

 

2)  to locate information not easily found in BASIS:  executive order and  

confirmation hearings (must know date and committee to find in BASIS) 

 

3)  to search materials not in BASIS, such as the Legislative Library LLIB 

catalog of legislative history materials. 

How to find 

the Infobases  
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Measures, which is all versions of bills, and Committee Minutes, are 

the Infobases used most for legislative history searches 

 

See attachment, άSteps to Using Infobases on Alaska State Legislature 

web siteέ, for pictures explaining how to use the Infobases. 

 

The Alaska Legislature also has Infobases on each computer desktop as 

ALECSYS Infobases Χ ƛǘΩǎ the same information, but with an easier to 

use search engine and a few more infobases including the Alaska 

Statutes annotated version. 


